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N 0 16th inſtant congreſs: djourned after a ſeſſion 
of more than eight 7 months, during which a variety 2 
of important public {meaſures have been adopted, Which!!! 
omitted to inform you of as they paſſed, becauſe. I thought 
that it would be more ſatisfactory to wait till the eren 
ment and then give a general view of the whle. 
Tbe two houſes ſtand adjourned 4 dll the firſt Mond- in 
December, the day fired by the conſtitution for the annual 
meeting; but ſhould the ſituation of affairs demand theit 
attention in the interval, which is bighly probable, the Freſi· 
dent, no doubt, will convene them at an earlier dax. 
When it was found by a meſſage from the Preſident, and 
the ĩnſtructions to our envoys in France together with their 
diſpatches, all which you have no doubt ſeen, that although - 
the utmoſt length of — and juſt conceſſion had been 
gone by our government, the Freneh Republic refuſed to 
negociate on fair and honorable terms, or even to receive 
our meſſengers of peace; and on the contrary: demauded a 
tribute, together with the moſt humiliating ſubmiſſions, as — 
the price of an interview, while they eee and in- | 
creaſed their wanton. depredations on our commerce: con 
greſs immediately diſcarded all further reliance on negoe 
tion, and began to prepare for defending, by arms, the 
rights and honour of the bc . 
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: 
Three aun and cory thonſ . were immediate. | 
ly voted for jorti fox foxti 8 e ports: ; and harbours, : anc th * ſum has 4 
en Hnce "increaſe to four bundree Ane F * ö our: He a | 


One million three: hundred thouſand. dollars were voted 
for cannon, {mall arms an or and mil itary ſores ; of 
which thirty thouſand dui all arms, with proper 
accoutrements, are to be — in ſuitable places rough. 

out the United States, for- the uſe ok my 1 when cal - 
led . > tem at jarges. 
. | J for the pure ba of rms — 

0 equipments for four ae eee either militia or re- 
gulars; and the Preſident was authorized to employ one 
hundred thouſand· dollars in the of founderies for 

_ caſting cannon, mortars, and ſhox. . One regiment of m4 | 
lery, twelve of infantry, and ſix troops of horſe, were di- 
reſted tothe immediately added to the militia eſtabliſhment 

of the United States; SD TL with the four regiments of 
infantry, one of artillery, and two troopspf. hopſe; rage on” 
foot, and ordered to be immediately comp feted, w 

_ the regular force of the United 'Brates nebst . 1 
ments; or about thirteen thoufand rank and file. I i 

new troo Was be ihliſted for and the continn- 
ene of ences between the United - States 
und the Freach Republic, unleſs ſooner diſtharged. Abont 

_ three thouſuand of the whole number wilt probably remain 
on the frontiers where they now are ſtationed 4! the reſt will 

be for: the general defence, to act with the militia and vo- 
lunteers im caſo the country should be attacked. A great 
part of them will prubably be raiſed and ſtationad in the 
ſouthern ſtates q it being there that an attack, if made, 
wn beimoſt likely to take place. N ELIAS + > - 
In addinon "to! theſe: nineteen” regiments, the Prefident 
has been authorized in the event of -a-deelaration of ar 

S againft the United States, or of actual invaſion of their 

ter by «x foreign power, or af imminent danger of 

e ſueh invaſion in his opinion diſcovered to exiſt before . 
nent ſeſſion of congreſs,* to raiſe a; body of ten thou- 

- and" men, who are to be inliſted for a term not exceeding 
three years, and all whoſe officers he may immediately pro- 
eeed tꝭ appeint; ſo that, ſhould the occaſion oceur for 

bringing them — the field, they may be ſpeedily inlifted 
e r * ſervice. 4 Their officers: Ow 6 are 40 
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of the proviſional army, to organize them into 
or legiohs, cd appoint all their officers, and to fui 


now of two troops df: chatie, one 


* For mevat defenve 5 have been made. 


dern finiſhedy 4quipped;/ ah | 0 
| thongtay bare never appeared: em the tan. To of then 
_ carry forty dur gun 


ſervice... [his is called | & — „ rt OST, 
The Prefident is alſo empowered to dee the — 
any voluntear companies who may offer themſelves an part 
them 
with arma otit of the public aineg, eithet — ale or 
loan. Incaſe of town their officers are — 
Theſe volunteers are do be liable at any 1 
two years aſter tie time of cheit enliſtment, to be 
jars ſervice by! the:Prefident : an when. in ſervice r 
ar e and pa . erat CCI 
The Freſtdent my, cbt. — for their 

training and diſcipline when not in -atual fervice; an dur. 

ing dhe period of / pr ee ee re 
empted from ordinary militia duty. Aion „ EE 
Muay borps of this kind hase ulrendy been mae ber. 
ticularly in the towns, and others are ever hero formung, = 
In this vity ttrere is a legion COT — 


one uf atvillery, : _ tive. of i 
creaſing }' und) in 
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—̃— 


_ thouſand. mem 125 bee ye en miles 906 ine Abr! 


ole officers for 


The Prefidem has hickerto 


the volumteers who huve l comp ane 
and I underſtand/ chat it i his intention always to deo, 
where chere is mo partieular obje sto to: the perfoarrelatiteds 
_ Theſe volunteers, it is exp ed, wi fur A very conſiders 
able force; which, on emergencies, will be always rear 
_aldthe lar oops 
M rb'the militia; no new arvan 
Some chang 
full of difficulties; and it was, 3 thougiit beſtʒ n this 


aud the anlitin. W l 2 8 n 1 
Jn: na; "ates" 


es wete attempted ʒ but — 
moment 6f 


any. alterations, wikich 


r ot worth, ERIE | 


The three fvig ates ſome ordered to be Svilte dre 


s each, and the third cthirty-fix.;: —_— 
and all other WP or private armed ſkips of the United 
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Sent PD dure abthorized 1 and br Re int I Ma 
nation any French armed veſſel: which ſhall. be found 
* ithin the juriſdictional line of the United States, or elſe- 
«where: on the _ trays”. Unarmed Wipe erh to be 
moleſte.. 5 8 
In additipn to theſe ee frigates,” the Preſident hes: 
bend ized' to procure, equip, and ſend to ſea for the 
protection of our trade, ſix veſſels of not leſs. than thirty - 
two guns each, twelve of not leſs than twenty nor more 
than twenty-four,” fix of not more than eigliteen, and a num - 
ber of revenue cutters,” which carry from 8 to 14 guns each. 
T0o protect the harbours bays and inlets, where large veſſels 
cannot go, ten gallies are directed to be equipped immediate» 
ly. Theſe veſſels carry. two or three very large guns, and 
a number of men, and are ſo conſtructed as to go into very 
12 water. They wil be ſtationed i in different * 
pe” the coaſt, | : 
the ſix naue gun Aae, ere are bes dy on 
the ſtocks. + Eleven of thoſe between twenty and twenty- 
four have been contracted for, and are now rapidly fitting 
for ſea. One has already ſailed, and ſeveral others are 
nearly prepared. One of eighteen guns has alſo gone to 
| ſea, and two others are contracted for and will ſoon be 
a Meaſures are taken to procure all the reſt, as well 
80 chat our naval force will be daily in- 
| —_ and: in a few months may be very reſpectable. 
8 When the armament now ordered is complete we ſhall have 
at 2 nine large frigates, twelve ſloops of war of from 
twenty to twenty-four guns, ſix of from ſixteen to eighteen, : 
about ten cutters | of from 8 to 14, and ten gallies 
- making in the whole forty-eight ſhips of war: no inconſi - 
derable force for the firſt effort of a nation which, three 
months ago, had not an armed veſſel N except. ſome. 
three'f cutters, 
An apprehenſion at firſt hail that we - ſhould find u. 
eulty in manning our ſhips of war; but hitherto they have al- 
ways got their com plement of ſeamen within a few days after 
they were ready to receive them. Theſe brave and hardy 
fellows, though they have, in general, fo little to loſe, 
ſhew the greuteſt ardour to defend their country. Inſtances 
have occurred of their preferring to engage on board of 
armed ſhips, at lower wages than they W ave 3 
in thoſe * were vnarmed. 


of 


9 2 = 


| Several eben veſſels are building by patriotic flibſerig. ” 
tions of private perſons, who loan the money to govern- 
ment at ſix per cent, repayable at its convenience, and ſu- 
perintend the work themſelves, under the direction of the 
navy department. Thus the money is procured on very f 
terms, and the veſſels are built far cheaper, and in leſs ti 
than could be done by the public. It is thought har; 66 
leaſt, three large frigates, and nine or ten floops of war 


will be built in this manner. The merchants of Philadel- | 


phia have undertaken one of forty-four guns, for which 
they have ſubſcribed nearly one hundred thouſand dollars. 
About the ſame ſum has been ſubſcribed at Baltimore, one 
bundred and twenty-five thouſand at Boſton, between ſix- 
ty and ſeventy. thouſand, as nearly as I can recollect, at 
New York, and conſiderable ſums at various towns in Maf. 
ſachuſetts and New Hampſhire, and at Norfolk, Alexandria, 
Richmond, and Peterſburg in Virginia. The whole amount 
of private ſubſcriptions is eſtimated at ſix hundred and forty 
thouſand dollars. One RR at Boſton! er ON 
ten thouſand, = | 
e merchant ſhips having been permitted to arm for a 
ther defence, and to capture French privateers, a very 
general armament of that kind is rapidly going on. Can» 
non was very ſcarce, and till is not plenty; but when a 


whole nation ſets to work, and is in earneſt, it ſoon ſur- 


mounts every difficulty. The ſupply of arms is every day 


increaſing; and we may expect that in a few months, our 


trade will be in a ſituation to defend itſelf, Monk the abs 
 liſtance of the public ſhips of war. 25 
The firſt blow was ſtruck ſome weeks ago be RES capture . 
of a French privateer on our coaſt, which had made prize 


of ſome of our ſhips, and then had the impudence to run 


into our own harbours for protection againſt the Engliſh + 
cruiſers. She was taken by one of our loops at: war, _—_ wi 
has been condemned. _ | 
In the mean time, as a method of bringing France to 
reaſon, and ſaving our merchants from her wanton ſiezures, 
all commercial intercourſe with her or her dominions has 
been ſuſpended, till an accommodation of the differences 
between this country and her ſhall take place; and as ſhe _ 
has not only violated, i in numerous inſtances, the treaties be- 
tween the two countries, but continues to do ſo, and refuſes 
to liſten to any demand * reparation, a law has been 
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© paſſed by congreſs declaring thoſe: treaties no longer bind- 
ing on the United States. In conſequence. of this law, the 
Preſident has ſuſpended the French conſuls in this country 
from the functions which they exerciſed under thoſe treaties, 
Thus far have we gone defenſively- We take French 
armed ſhips, which cruiſe for the purpoſe of annoying our 
trade, and we prepare with vigour for repelling their at- 
| tacks by ſea and land: but we do not attack her unarmed 
hips, or make repriſals for the injuries ſhe has done us. 
Many perſons were of opinion that we ought to go the laſt 
lengths, and declare war; which they deemed. the moſt 
manly and honourable courſe, as well as the ſafeſt: but 
others thought it beſt to confine ourſelves to defence and 
preparation, and leave the French either to diſcontinue their 
attacks, or to declare war, as they might think beſt. This 
eourle was finally adopted. Nothing is more difficult than 
to conjecture what will be the conduct of France in conſe- 
quence of our meaſures. She may perhaps draw back, 
and by ſome apparent conceſhons try to avoid an open 
war. This perhaps would be her true policy; but I am 
inclined to think that ſhe will purſue a contrary courſe, 
and endeavour, at all events, to enforce her demands. Ear- 
her reſiſtence, and vigorous preparation a. year ago, on 
our part, might probably have prevented her from taking 
the ground; but having taken it, her pride, the paſſions 
of her rulers, . and perhaps their policy, will probably for- 
bid her to recede. Whatever may be her determination, 
Jam convinced that with the union and ſpirit now dif 
played by this country, we have nothing to fear from her 
vengeance. We poſſeſs, I have no doubt, the means of 
creating a maritime force ſuperior to any ſhe can bring 


againſt us, even ſhould ſhe make peace with England. And 


as to invading our country, ſhould ſhe have the raſhneſs 
to attempt it, ſhe will ſoon find that the Americans have 
infinitely inereaſed in means ſince 76 without decreaſing 
in ſpirit. Her forces would not advance far into the coun- 
try, before they would be met by army of one hundred 
thouſand men, led on by Waſhington, and compoſed of 
freemen fighting, and prepared to die, for their laws, their 
religion, and their families. This is a ſort of reſiſtence 
to which ſhe has not hitherto been accuſtomed. 
The meaſures already adopted are conſidered as the be- 
Einning, only, of preparation. Should France drive us in- 


Ein 1 | 


nee war, | far other oxertions will be called for andy 
Will, I have no doubt, be made. 

The expence of theſe preparatory meaſures, including | 
one year's ſupport of the additional troops, is eſtimated at 
nine millions of dollars, viz. 340y000 for fortifications z. 
1,300,000 for arms, military qtores, &c. 200,000 for equip 
ments of cavalry. and carrying into effect the proviſional 
army bill; 3,370, ooo for the naval atmament; and 
3,00, oo for the new. troops. Should the proviſional 
army be brought into ſervice, its expences for a year, would 
amount, as eſtimated, to -3,500,c00 dollars; and the vo- 
lunteers and militia, if called out, will alfo require a con- 
ſiderable expence. Theſe objects, however, are contingent,” 
and not likely ſoon to happen. The certain e Us: 
rected by law, amount to nine millions. | 

Jo defray theſe expences, we poſſeſs the following means. 
Firlt, a balance of our ordinary revenue above our ordinary 
expenditure. In the laſt year, the year 1797, the impoſt 
and tonnage duties produced, 7, 549, 649 dollars; a million 
more than the product of 1796, and about two millions 
more than that of 1795. New impoſts, to the eſtimated 
amount of at leaſt $00,000 dollars, have been added ſince : 
1795, but did not operate on the revenue of 1796 or 1797. 
This added to the product of 1797, without any allowance 
for increaſe, would raiſe the product of 1798 to eight mil- 
lions. But if we allow one million for decreaſe on account 
of the preſent circumſtances, which is more than I believe 
will take place, ftill we fhall have ſeven millions for the 
product of impoſt and tonnage duties in the preſent year. 
The internal duties laſt year, ariſing from ſtills, ſpirits, 
_ carriages, retailers licenſes, ſugar- refiners, and auctioneers, 
. obs 575,491. In the preſent year 600,000 may 

be expected from them; perhaps more. The poſt-offics 
produces 50, 00; and public ſtock and bank ſhares held by 
the United States, 160,000; - From the ſale of weſtern 
lands 40,000 may be pe The ſtamp · act went into 
operation on the 1 of July, and may be taken at 400,000 
_ annually, which, for the remaining half of this year, is 
200,000 + Theſe various ſums added ether, give eight 


millions and fifty thouſand dollars for permanent re- 5 


venue of the preſent year. 25 | 
Phe ordinary expenditure: willamount we 787 4 
lars; of which 1,121,494 are for the. ſopport of the civil 


* 


government in all its various branches; 352, ooo for paying 
awards under the Britiſn treaty 3 1,238,730 for the old mi- 
litary eſtabliſhment ; and 4, oog, 561 for the intereſt of the 
public debt and the reimburſement of the principal. This 
aggregate of ordinary expenditure deducted from the a- 
mount of revenue ſtated above, leaves a balance of 1, 328,213 
dollars, to be applied to the extraordinary expenſes. Add 
to this the ſum of two millions laid, for one year, on lands 
houſes and flaves, in a manner which will be hereafter ex- 
plained, and the ſum of 640, ooo dollars, eſtimated as the 
amount of ſubſcriptions for building veſſels, and they give 
an aggregate of about four millions for defraying the ex- 
traordinary expences. Deduct this ſum from the amount 
of thoſe expences, which is nine millions, and there re- 
mains a balance of five millions ſtill to be provided. This 
the preſident is authorized to borrow on the beſt terms that 
can be obtained, and the ſurplus of impoſt and tonnage 
duties, beyond the permanent appropriations charged on 
them, is pledged to pay the intereſt and principal of the 
loan. Theſe duties, we have ſeen, amount, on the moſt 
moderate eſtimate, to ſeven millions of dollars; the per- 
manent appropriations charged on them, which are for the 
civil liſt, and the intereſt of the public debt, do not exceed 
4, 500, ooo. So that the fund, as ſolid an one as any govern- 
ment poſſeſſes, is amply ſufficient for loans to the amount 
of twenty millions inſtead of five, ſhould it be neceſſary to 
borrow to that extent. The faith of the United States is 
moreover pledged to make up any deficiency, In ſhort, I 
am perſuaded that the pecuniary reſources of this country, 
like its military and maritime reſources, have, as yet, been 
but lightly touched. Our whole ſyſtem of taxation, includ- 
ing the direct tax of two millions laid by congreſs in the 
Preſent ſeſſion, amounts only to about ten millions of dol- 
lars; which divided among a population of probably ſix 
millions of ſouls, gives one dollar and one-third for the 
annual contribution of each perſon. In many parts of the 
country this is one day's labour; in moſt parts not more 
than two; and no where more than three. If we ſuppoſe 
one-fourth of this fix millions to conſiſt of perſons capable 
of ſupporting themſelves, and paying taxes, by their labour, 
and then divide the whole amount of the taxes among that 
fourth, it will come to ſomething more than ſix dollars 
each; aſum which, with common induſtry, a perſon may 


. it. | 


earn in ten days or leſs. Thus we OE? that the whole of 
our contributions to government, as now increaſed, amount 
to about ten days labour in the year, for each perſon capable 
of labour. Let this be compared with the ſtate of. other 
_ countries, even ſuch as are moſt flouriſhing and happy, and 
it will be found that we pay nothing in compariſon with. 
them. I have no doubt, for my own part, that we might. 
pay twice as much, or even three times, were it neceſlary, . 
without inconvenience; provided a ſkilful ſyſtem were acts. 5 
ed for the collection, and ſteadily purſued. -_ - 
I muſt beg your pardon, my dear ſir, for this digreſſion,. 
if ſuch it ſhould be thought. I intended it by way of an- 
ſwer to the inſinuations of thoſe, and ſuch. there are, who 
are ſo fond of telling us that we are not able to ſupport che 5 
expence of protecting our property and our rights. 
This leads me to explain the nature of the direct tax, and 
the manner in which it is apportioned laid and collected. ; 
All the details cannot be brought within the compals of a 
letter; and they are the leſs neceſſary, ſince the laws them 
ſelves have been publiſhed, and ſome pains have been 
taken to diſtribute them through the coul but s will. 
preſent you with the out-line. ._ , 
I be tax, amounting to two e of dollars, i is 3 | 
on lands, dwelling-houſes, and ſlaves. - This is perfectly 
equal; becauſe although there are ſlaves in ſome ſtates, and 
not in others, yet, as each ſtate has its part of the tax fixed, 
it muſt pay that part whether it has ſlaves or not; and what 
it. does not raiſe from ſlaves, it muſt raiſe. from: lands and 
dwelling-houſes. All ſlaves under 12, and above. 50 ate 
exempted, as well as all ſuch as are exempted. by the laws. 
of the ſtate where they are. The others pay half a dollar 
each. All dwelling-houſes, which, with the out-houſes 
belonging to them, and the lot on which they ſtand, not 
exceeding two acres for any one houſe, are worth leſs than 
| 100 dollars, are alſo exempted ; and ſo are all lands which 
are. exempted. by the laws of the ſtate where they lie. All 
other lands and dwelling-houſes are to pay according to a 
valuation. The dwelling-houſes are to be valued with the 
_ out-houſes belonging to them reſpectively, and the lot on 
which they ſtand not exceeding two acres in any caſe; and 
the lands, with all wharves and other buildings upon them, 
except dvelling-houſes, above * value of- one hundred 
dollars. > 


. e 


For the purpoſe of ** theſe 3 Rate. 
is thrown into a ſuitable number of diviſions, with a com 
miſſioner in each; and the commiſſioners in the ſtate form 

a board for ſuperintending and conducting the bufineſs.* . 
This board divides the ſtate in a propet numbet of aſſeſſ. 
ment diſtricts, and appoints in each, one principal aſſeſſor, 
and a ſuitable number of aſſiſtant aſſeſſors, whole duty it is 
to collect liſts of all the lands | dwelling-houſes and ſlaves, 
aud to value the former, under the 1 of the con- 
miſſioners. The property is to be deſeribed in a very par- 
ticular manner, and every eee is a to ee che 5 


valuations from being unequal. I 


The valuations being finiſhed, nu a . of them" 
and of the liſts  whereon they are founded, being made in 
each aſſeſſment diſtrict, an abſtract of the whole, ee 
with the original liſts, is tranſmitted by the board 
miſſioners to the ſecretary of the treaſury; and he iſſues 
orders to the ſuperviſor of each Rate, to proceed to the aſ- 
ſeſſment and collection of the tar; for which purpoſe the 
ſuperviſor may appoint as many collectors as he thinks fit. 
Having before him the valuation of every houſe, and tract 
or lot of land, in the ſtate, and an enumeration of all the 
ſlaves liable to taxation, he proceeds to aſcertain how much 
will be raiſed on the ſlaves, and deducts the amount from 
the ſum payable by the ſtate. He then aſſeſſes on every 
dwelling-houſe valued, with the out- houſes and lot, at more 
than one hundred and not more than five hundred dollars, 
one fifth per cent. or twenty cents in the hundred dollars, 
on the amount of its valuation; on thoſe above five 
hundred and not more than one thouſand, three-tepths-per - 
cent.; on thoſe above one and not more than three thou- 
ſand, four-tenths per cent.; on thoſe above three and not 
more than fix thouſand, five-tenths, or one half; on —.— 
above {ix and not more than ten thouſand, ſi x- tenths; 
ow mw” way and not more __ en thouſand, N 
„ tenths 3) 
iS; * South Carolina, for ar ie: are bes: dovifens, 
and a proportionate number in every other flate. The firſt divi- 
on in that ſtaie, conſiſts of Charleſton and. Greats diftrias ;* 
the ſecond of Cambden and Cheraw ; the third of Pinckney and 
„ tp ; the fourth f Ninety-fix ; and the fifth of ee , 
* a in. | | es 


ö | {'j 
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xenths ; on thoſe above fifteen and not more than twenty thou- 
ſand, eight-tenths 3. on thoſe, above twenty, and not more 
than thirty .thouſand,,. nine-tenths,; and on thoſe. above 
thirty, thouſand, one per cent. Having . aſcertained what 

according to theſe proportions, will be raiſed upon dwelling- 
houſes. wirhin the. ſtate, he deducts that amount alſo from 

the ſum payable by the ſtate; and the balance, if any, is 
laid upon the lands, according to the valuation, and at 


, 


ſuch rate per cent as will be ſuthcient to make it up. This 
rate the-pperriſon Brits. ceo ð y ek eo, 
Should the ſlave and houſe tax amount to more than the 
ſum payable by the ſtate, the ſuperviſor. muſt reduce the 
rates on houſes, ſo as. to bring it down to that ſum; and 


Hence it appears, that houſes. of a high value pay much 


more, in proportion, than thoſe of a low onę. A houſe. worth 
100 dollars, for inſtance, pays but one-fifth per gent. or 


are many ſuch, eſpecially uf. the great towns, will pay one 
per cent, or 300 dollars: five times as much in proportion 
as the former. This goes upon the principle of à tax upon 
expenſe, not a tax upon capital; that being conſidered as the 


true criterion. whereby taxes ought to be apportioned: an 


it is ſuppoſed that the houſe, in which a man liyes will afford, 
generally ſpeaking, a tolerably exact indication of his means 
of expenſe, and of paying taxes; conſequently that a man 


— 


Who lives in a houſe worth zo, oo dollars muſt have an in- 
come which will enable him to pay 300 dollars, as eaſily as 
one inhabiting a houſe worth only 100 dollars can pay 20 
cents. Thus the burden is made to fall on thoſe who are able 
to bear it, and on every one in proportion to his ability. 

When the proportions to be paid by ſlaves, houſes, and 
lands, reſpectively, are thus fixed, the ſuperviſor iſſues his 
warrant to certain officers to be appointed in each aſſeſſment 
diſtrict, called ſurveyors of the revenue, whoſe duty it is (e 
aſcertain the amount payable by each perſon in the diſtrict, 
and make out collection liſts accordingly. This done, the liſts 
are delivered to the collectors, who proceed to the collection 
of the tax. Each collector muſt, as ſoon as he receives his 
liſt, advertiſe in at leaſt four places within his diſtrict, for 
all perſons to come and pay the tax, and he muſt call on 
thoſe who do not attend, and demand it from them. If 
they do not pay within twenty days aſter the demand, he 
may proceed to collect it by diſtreſs of their goods, except 


f Salts: of the — . houſehold e and is 
_ neceſſary apparel of the family. Should the tax, or any 


part of it, remain unpaid for a year, lands may be fold; 
but the owner may redeem them, at any time within two 
years after the ſale, by the payment or tender of the amount 
of HEY tax, with coſts and Ne and twelve por cent. 
intere 


Each colledtor; before receiving a tax Ut for collection, | 
wut give bond and ſecurity for double the amount con- 


tained in the liſt. He muſt account monthly for the mo- 


mies he receives, and may be removed and compelled to 


deliver up his liſts, if guilty of any miſconduct, beſides be- 
ing liable to the action of the party injured. He muſt 


make a final ſettlement of his accounts within 13 months, 


under pain of becoming liable for the whole amount of his 
liſts, and having his lands and goods, with thoſe of his 
ſecurities, ſold to raiſe the money. Many other precautions 


are uſed to prevent abuſe, and inſure a ſpeedy” enen and 
| |, ee by the collectors. 


The commiſſioners receive three dollars: per dy wack 
while employed in the duty of their office, beſides the ſum 


of 150 dollars as a general compenſation. . The principal 
aſſeſſors have one dollar and an half per day, while ſo em- 
ployed; and the aſſiſtant aſſeſſors, from one dollar to one 


and an half, according to the nature of their buſineſs. The 


ſurveyors of the revenue, who are to be permanent officers, 
are compenſated by certain fees on the buſineſs they do. 
The ſuperviſors have one half per cent. on the amount of 


all monies received and paid over by thenj under the a&; 
the inſpectors one quarter per cent. and the colletore\five 
per cent. The expenſe of collecting the tax therefore will 
be about ſeven per cent. That of the valuation will be 


more conſiderable; perhaps | 200,000 dollars, or ten per 
cent: but a valuation once made will ſerve for ſeveral years, 
probably ten or twelve; and when nen "will coſt leſs 
than the firſt time. « 
This tax is laid for only one year, nnd is not Fintetded to 


be made permanent, unleſs the ſtate of the finances ſhould 
abſolutely require it. Probably, however, it will be con- 
tinued from year to year for ſome time. Perhaps it may 
be reduced, and it is far from being impoſſible that the pub- 


lic exigencies, eſpecially in caſe the war ſhould become 


ſuch as to require great exertions, 2 0 Tender an. Ln. 


ol it abſolutely neceſſary. 


% 


end, reſolyed to return 


_ two-fifths- af the ; By. this + 
Hampſhire pays 179105. deb; Mail 
IR 3745024 ont | N 15 "Yau 
46,96 New-York 18168). New. Jerſey. 98,38 Peun⸗ | 
ylvan 2 239,177» Delaware $9,430. Maryland 154-9996 -: 
Virginia 34488. 5 37643. North- Carens 
193,697. Tenneſſes 18,806. --South-Carolina x12;997 nl! 
Georgia 38,814. Of the — nog it is ſuppoſed mae 
ſlaves: will pay about 130,000; | dollars;  dwelling-hoauſes ©” + 
about 1,000,000, and lands, er ee ahve SITES. „ 
Such is the nature, amount, aud mode of collectio 5. of „„ 

this tax, which would not raging been neceſſ * + 

the conduc of France campelled us to arm; bat: which, 

I am fully perſuaded. the Americans will moſt cheerfully 
pay, when, they reflect that the mone is to be employed, 
not in paying tribute te a foreign nation, but in defending 
their own rights, honour, and independence. For ſuch 
objects as theſe, I am eten perſuaded that double the 
amount would, if naceſſary, be paid with cheerfulneſs. | 

The laſt advices from dur commiſſioners, received 
about the 2oth-of: June, and bear date on th 3d and 3h 1 
of April. General Marſhall, one of the commiſſioners, a 
brought them. It appears by theſe diſpatebes that Generals + 3 
Pinckney and Marſhall, finding alt hope of an accomm .. 
dation, on other tha di ene terms, to be quite at an 
me, to Which the French ge © * 
vernment, not finding them diipoſed to yield up the honour rr 
of Heir country, made no obje tion. General Marſhall; — 
therefore, embarked: for America, and General Pincknes b 
went do the ſouth of France, Where his daughter's Beats 
made it neceſſary for her to remain ſome time. The dl. ; 
rectory detained Mr. Gerry, with a view, as he maten in 1 
his letter ta the Preſident, of drawing him again into diſ⸗ e 
cuſſions about a loan ; in other words a tribute but he de · 
clares his intention of coneluding nothing in the abſance 
of his colleagues. He is known, by this time, to have re. 
ceived the new inſtructions ſent by the Preſident on the 1 
arrival of the firſt diſpatches; and, in conſequence of them , 
he is, probably, on his way home; For they direct hs 
commiſſioners tos liſten to no propoſitions about a loan, d © 2 
OD: interecurſe with ar French een 
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3 why eng — to return 1 e 
—_.  - | 740 refuſe to treat with two Cones of characters 
= | 'S& Highly reſpectable, and retain: the third in hopes — 
= | wb ding him into conditions diſkonourable and ruinous to 
bis (country, is very conformable to French policy and 
rench ſyſtems ; but it is highly inſulting to this country, 
and leads to conſequenoes which, if not reſiſted, muſt prove 
wholly deſtructive of its independence.” It amounts to ſay- 
ing, when you have 4 diſpute to ſettle with us, you ſhall 
not chooſe the negociators, but we will chooſe hon: 3 they 
mall nor be ſuch perſons as you can truſt, but ſuch as we 
Uke, as we may think the moſt manageable. When a 
ation ſubmits to conduct like this," its Widependence: * 2 
The” mere ſhadow ; the ſubſtance is goneeG. 
"+;  ©From this ik appears that the ener Serail — 2 
4 Mr. Gerry may be hourly expected; but nothi has 
been heard from either of them ſince the 4th of April. 0 
We have, however, much more recent intelligence "wy | 
Europe; as late indeed as the rzth or 15th of May. 
Theſe accounts contain ſome indications, though as yet not 
clear or certain, of a new and a . rupture between 
France and Ag great continent * & of Europe. It is 
very generally reported i in Europe, and many appearances 
188 To confirm the opinion, that the Emperors of Ruſſia 
and Germany, and the King of Pruſſia, alarmed, moſt 
_ juſtly no doubt, at the ſubjugation of Switzerland, and the 
evident defigns of France againſt the independence of all 
neighbouring ſtates, defigns which experience proves that 
no faith of treaties, no regard to the rights of others or 
her own engagements, can reſtrain her from attempting to 
accompliſh, have projected, and are on the point of form- 
ing, a new coalition for the purpoſe of checking her pro · 
eſs, reprefſing her ambitious enterprizes, and reſtraining 
3 within her ancient limits, If ſuch a coalition be forms 
ed, every Triend of . I think, mul wil it ſuccels, 


1 


8 —__ IR 1 — * 
„ — . ˙ — a * 
* FEI * 3 — at 4 * 4 * 

39 pa * OT * 4 7 E 

2 i £2 5 : . * * Kin” : 


— 
. 
— 


n 
” a 
4 */ 
* R 
— pr bak * 
8 


— " 
— 
3 n 


— — 


- 


ws 8 . / 8 

c 5D . 2 y 7 

; 7 # : 

under pretence: of OT 

FFF — 
who have truſted: to ul pron 15 

+ ks * ; $7 e e 3, 
; 2 4 © TR 1 bens: 1 £ WS . * e RN . . 3 Y 3 — 2 bt BY . 8 
71 4 ; 4 1 « ” * * * 7 * 


8 


1 
15 
4 
o 


is & 
3 
* 
a- 

1 


of its being attempted... England is Well 


F 
. 
— 


no appearance. 
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a 2929 . I ” - 0 . i «3 
uh tang to reſiſt with unanimity and. vigour, ſhoulda 


* 


all the preſſes being held under the moſt flaviſh control 
by be direQory, and permitted to. publiſh nothing at | 
which it can take umbrage., It has appeared, however, | 
that the late elections were very tumultuous, and that the | 
directory influenced them ; by the molt open and vio- 
legt means. Some perſons diſagreeable to it were, not 


withſtanding, returned; but they were excluded from theit 
ſeats, to the number of about eighty, without the leaſt 
ceremony, or any other proof than à meſſage from the 
Thus we ſee that the conſtitution is completely uw: 
verted, ihe legiſlature perfectly enſlaved, the right af elee. 
tion wholly. annihilated, and 2 miltary deſporiſm, in the Þ 
hands of the directory, firmly eſtabliſhed? Such is the 
liberty which France has gained by ſeven years of civil -_ 
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© peo oa this ate «A Pour og of — Abe e be- 
religion, the * corruption of "morals and manners, aud” 
Poe deſtructiot of ſo many motinments of _ 3 
induſtr. both in her own territorſes'. and thafet of ber 
5 neig b ts e 5 5 e 91 * „e: ary 75 . 5 ANY 1 
For my on part, Ten anelwec te think that the militar 
. poster uf Prande, by which her people have hitherto been daz. 
zled, and kept blind to the miſeries of their own ads, is 
approaching faſt to the period of its decline, if not already 
_ artived there. Her vaſt erpentes, ſupported rather by do- 
meſtic and external plunder than by a regular ſyſtem of tax - 
f ation, already excecd her means, as it is ſaid, in the TC - 
portion of one- third; or à million of Jivtes, about 400,000 
dollars each day. A regular and judicious ſyſtem of ny 
ation, however extenſive, has A'tendency, When combined _ 
with good government and the protection of perſons and 1 
property, to \invigorate induſtry, and thus conſtantly re- 
produce the means of its own fupport. Plunder, 824 the 
other hand, deſtroys induſtry, by deſtroying the capitals = 
vitierewith i is carried dn, and taking Awar its firongeſt, 
rhaps its only effectual incitement, the hope of poſſe ng 
| . fruits in ſecurity, "It realizes the fable of the boy an ; 
the golden eggs, and reſembles the conduct of a man, who, _ 
_ inſtead of employing his money and living on the income, 
ſhould put it into his cheſt and live on the principal. This 
is the condition of the French government. It ſubſiſts by ; 
plunder, and the ſources of plunder'are very ſoon exhauſt. 
ed. Already its pecuniary embarraſſments are exceſſive. 
It with great difficulty pays its army; its civil officers it 
does not pay at all. Tbey ſubſiſt by private plunder and 
corruption, as the government does by public. Henee the 
anxiety of Talleyrand to get money from us, ſor his private 
purſe and that of certain members of the direQory: Hence 
the anxiety of the directory to obtain a loan. Hence the 
corrupt agreement between Merlin, one of its members, and 
the owners of privateers, whom he protected in their pira- 
cies for a ſhare of the ſpoil. Thee embarraſſments, from 
the nature of things, muſt increaſe. At length it will be- 
come impoſſible to pay the armies, who will then revolt or 4 
3 or 9 1 both 1 in N . 2 the Oe | 
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| De conan great | brig ower n 55 A, 1 
be every day more and TI at -the heftile defi 4 35 
and ambitions pany 'of — COTE n mot | we 
ſolent conduct her —— — infariabls — = . I 
increaſe, day by day, the hatred and 7 of hots 
nations over whom, by fraud br for , the” has | obitaitied 
dominion; and they Will, in all. probabi ien 
open arms, and aid with all their might; — which - 
ſhall enter their countries for the purpoſe'of attacking = 
It was among the peaſunts'«f „ once ber friends, 
that, after they had taſted dh cup of ber abomitiations in 
her invaſion of 1995496, ſhe found the molt deadly fors 3 
and, moſt probably, iv will be among the Swiſs; che . n 
the Dutch, and the Belgians; int onthe fighteſt reverſs  . 3 
of —_— ſhe hem rr N _ e- r 3 
divine vengeance. e 9 _ 


eee 


arms e prod an 992 © c | 
French by the idea, of reſiſting a foreign mah in * — 5 
of their | — — thaw bs. 
_ facrifice everything,” ſobait ts every dd. g, an k 
thing. But how can this enthuſiaſm de or the . 1 
of foreign conqueſts, and the glory of 2 government the 1 
moſt deteſtable, and, probably, the moſt Teteſted; that erer 
was on earth! A government which openly profeſſes every 
ſpecies of Proſſigacy. ſubſiſts by univerſal pillage, and 
maintains its power by perpetual acts of the molt. atrocious , Wo 
deſpotiſm?'- wo EE 
| It is for theſe reaſons that 1 fins: thought the power i „ "Ol 
France likely to fall as rapidly as it -has-riſen; and hes 8 
ſhould induce us to be the more determined in our, reſiſtence,, : 2 
from a hope that it will be ſucceſsful without any painful 1 
efforts. But I deelare to you, my dear ſir, that I find re. 
ſon enough for reſiſtence, independently of theſe. So, ũ ¶[“ͥ»um»i0àn2ů3iun. 
have no dou, will Oe Were ra in poiſon of Fus. . 1 


uad, che moſt fort ainſt 0 fg 
oed world, and a Rae — rule wry 2 
4e ber feet, as Spain and Sardinia are, ſtill I' ſhould have no 
Fg "Aran aiding, After fighting her on the ocean, to the laſt, | 
25 aud contending every inch of ground with ber pn the At. 
lluantic ſhore, I. Would be for retiring with the remnant of the 

nation, beyond the mountains or the Miſſiſſippi, and there, 
like our brave forefathers, who, for the love of freedom, 
Pevetrared theſe, at that time, inhoſpitable wilds, opening to 

FE -! _ " ourſelyes,. _—_— deſerts and their ' ſavage inhabitants, an 

BED aſylum for pas gu YE potty ues 1 
This, in my m and, 1 have no doubt, in yours. too 
would be happineſs. compared with the | dominion of 4 
. 
tmmhould dictate to our government, and inſolently ride over 
the heads · of our cog ituted authorities; or place in power 
thoſe among ourſelves, whoſe. worthleſſneſs ſhould. render 5 
. them fit and acceptable inſtruments of his pleaſure. | 
WP _ ,.That the will attempt to invade us, unleſs. her affairs i in | 
Lt ng Europe keep her too fully employed, I think highly pro- 
bable. The only way to avert the danger, is to be prepared 
to meet it; to ſhew a good countenance, make vigorous , 

1 and ſtand ready to give her a good hae 
this, ſhe may probably keep away. 11 
| "Horing troubled you, my dear fir, with this long letter, DE 
for which my. deſire to give you all the information in my 
5 power about our public affairs, muſt be my apology, I con- 
1 yi whh; eee cxfirnd. of, the very Gpcere: 
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